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Protected Characteristics and 
British Values through current 

affairs 



• Gain a greater understanding of protected 
characteristics and British values and 
knowing the requirements for Ofsted. 

• Learn ideas to help children understand 
protected characteristics and British 
values through current affairs.

• Take away practical and easy to implement 
ideas from us and other schools.



Equality – means that everyone is treated the 
same, is treated fairly and has the same 
opportunities. Equity is slightly different from 
equality in that it recognises that each person 
has different circumstances. This means that 
varying types or levels of support might be 
required, depending on individual need, to take 
full advantage of equal opportunities.

Diversity – means recognising, respecting and 
welcoming everyone’s different backgrounds, 
identities and experiences. Promoting diversity 
celebrates people’s differences and uniqueness.

Inclusion – means that everyone is encouraged to 
retain their uniqueness, they aren’t singled out for 
being different, and have a sense of belonging 
and being valued.

What is Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion? Diversity is being invited to the party. 

Inclusion is being asked to dance.
- Verna Myers



What do you already know?

How do you currently promote 
protected characteristics in your 
school?

Protected 
Characteristics
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Protected 
Characteristics

Background 
“No matter what type of school they attend, it is important that all 
children gain an understanding of the world they are growing up in, 
and learn how to live alongside, and show respect for, a diverse 
range of people. When we inspect schools, we assess how well they 
equip children to do this.”
Ofsted, Inspecting teaching of the protected characteristics in schools, September 2021.

In terms of how they will be evaluated, inspectors will gather evidence on how schools 
promote equality and pupils’ understanding of the protected characteristics. 
They will use this evidence as part of evaluating and coming to judgements on:
• The personal development of pupils.
• The effectiveness of leadership and management; how the school meets the 

requirements of the Department for Education (DfE)’s statutory guidance on 
relationships education, relationships and sex education and health education will 
contribute to this.



Protected 
Characteristics



Disability
Discrimination against people based on 
disability is referred to as ableism. It is 
typically based on irrational hatred, 
intolerance and fear of people with 
disabilities.

Religion or belief
The Equality Act 2010 protects people 
against discrimination based on their 
religion or beliefs.

Sex
The Equality Act 2010 protects people 
against discrimination based on their 
biological sex. Prejudice and 
discrimination against people based 
on sex or gender is referred to as 
sexism. 

Sexual orientation
Homophobia is an umbrella term for 
prejudice and discrimination against 
people who identify as or are 
perceived to be LGBT. 

Marriage and civil partnership
It protects people with a formal legal 
partnership with someone either of the 
same sex or opposite sex.

Age
Discrimination against people based on 
their age can be referred to as ageism. Race

Prejudice and discrimination against 
people based on the colour of their skin 
or the racial or ethnic group to which 
they belong is referred to as racism. 

Gender reassignment
Transphobia is prejudice and 
discrimination against people who 
identify as or are perceived to be 
transgender. It is typically based on 
irrational hatred, intolerance and fear.

Pregnancy and maternity
A person can’t be treated unfavourably, for 
example not being given a promotion at 
work, because they are pregnant  or have 
recently given birth. 

Protected 
Characteristics

Protected characteristics are 
aspects of a person’s identity that are 
protected under the Equality Act 

2010. This law makes it illegal to 
discriminate against someone based 
on these characteristics, helping to 
promote a fairer and more equal 

society.





What do you already know?

How do you currently promote 
British values in your school?

British 
Values
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British 
ValuesBackground 

In 2014, the Department for Education published guidance on 
promoting British values in schools to ensure young people 
leave school prepared for life in modern Britain.
The guidance aims to help both independent and state-
maintained schools understand their responsibilities in this 
area. All have a duty to ‘actively promote’ the fundamental 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs. These values were first set out by 
the government in the ‘Prevent’ strategy in 2011.
Before 2014, schools had been required to ‘respect’ these 
values, but as a result of changes brought in, all schools must 
now have a clear strategy for embedding these values and 
show how their work with pupils has been effective in doing 
so.
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British 
Values

After watching the video, share why you think people 
found it hard to define British values? How do you think 
you might’ve have answered?



How can the news help 
children to understand 
each of the British 
values?



Mutual Respect and Tolerance
• I know my behaviour, actions and words can affect others
• I understand and respect that not everyone is the same 

as me and everyone needs to be treated as an individual
• I know that life is not the same for everyone
• I understand that people’s faiths and beliefs 

are different and I respect that.

Individual Liberty
• I make the right choices
• I take responsibility for my actions
• I understand the consequences of my actions
• I manage risks
• I know how to exercise my rights 

and freedoms in an appropriate way

Democracy
• I know I have a voice and my opinions 

will be heard
• I can listen carefully to others
• I know how to discuss an issue In a calm way and 

can show respect for others even If I disagree
• My vote counts

Rule of Law
• I value and understand the importance of rules and laws
• I follow school rules and understand why there 

is a consequence if I do not
• I understand that everybody is responsible for 

rules and laws
• I know rules are there to protect me

Our Shared British Values
I Really Do Matter

What matters 
to me?

How can 
my voice 

be heard?

Can I be friends 
with someone who 
doesn’t believe the 

same things that 
I do?How can I make 

a difference?

What do I do 
if I don’t think 
something is 
right or fair?



Do you currently use current affairs 
in your day-to-day teaching?

Do you think it’s important to cover 
the news within primary schools?



OUR
STORY

Opinion 2
We have a weekly 

current affairs assembly where 
we are very honest and open 
about all the news. We don’t 

hide anything from the 
children.

Opinion 1
We don’t teach about the news in our 

school as it’s so negative. Children 
deserve a childhood, the world is too 

cold and mean. Plenty of time for 
that later.

Opinion 3:
I do think it is important to teach the 

news there just isn’t enough time. 
I don’t have any free time to plan for it 

and it changes all the time so it’s not like 
I could reuse any resources!



Real life learning 
opportunities for 

something happening 
RIGHT NOW meaning 

potentially children can 
influence and bring 

about change  – both 
locally and globally!

What’s going on in the 
news can directly link 

to nearly every area of the 
curriculum and allows 
children to use fresh 

and exciting content!

The news can bring the 
world closer to children’s 

everyday lives through 
making them more aware 
and understanding about 

the world they live in.

1 2 3

REASONS FOR TEACHING THE NEWS





• Political issues
• Social issues
• Moral issues

• Environmental issues
• Different cultures



Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Inspectors will evaluate the effectiveness of the 
school’s provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural education. This is a broad concept that 
can be seen across the school’s activities, 

but draws together many of the areas covered by 
the personal development judgement.

Taken from The School Inspectors Handbook November 2019



Spiritual development

News stories explore some issues which allow children to see the difference between right and wrong in 
the ‘real world’. Opportunities to look at the civil and criminal law of England are given. Children offer their 
views about moral and ethical issues and can listen and respond respectfully to the viewpoints of others.

Social development
Each week, we focus on one of the British Values that links to the story. This allows children to accept and 
engage in British Values in a meaningful and relevant way. They also make links to personal, school and 
community values. Picture News stories inspire children to take action and have allowed opportunities to 
demonstrate children’s willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings.

Moral development

Through Picture News sessions, children are given opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs and 
show respect for the beliefs, faiths, feelings and values of others. Coverage is broad and includes current 
news stories about the environment, religion, politics and culture. It also includes social, ethical and moral 
issues. Opportunities are given for children to learn about themselves, others and the world around them.

Cultural development
Children are given opportunities to explore a range of different cultures. It allows children to understand, 
accept, respect and celebrate diversity locally, nationally and globally. Picture News stories cover British 
politics giving children knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system.

Focus weeks
SMSC



Personal development
Inspectors will make a judgement on the personal development of learners by evaluating the 
extent to which:
• the curriculum extends beyond the academic, technical or vocational. It provides for learners’ 
broader development, enabling them to develop and discover their interests and talents 
• the curriculum and the provider’s wider work support learners to develop their character –
including their resilience, confidence and independence – and help them know how to keep 
physically and mentally healthy
• at each stage of education, the provider prepares learners for future success in their next steps
• the provider prepares learners for life in modern Britain by:  

- equipping them to be responsible, respectful, active citizens who contribute positively to 
society  
- developing their understanding of fundamental British values  
- developing their understanding and appreciation of diversity  
- celebrating what we have in common and promoting respect for the different protected 
characteristics as defined in law.

Supporting personal development

If you don’t know something even 
exists, how can you possibly 

know it interests you?

Children can often explain how they should behave or what they should say 
but what better way to teach respect than if they are discussing something 

they actually care about?

Giving 
children 

opportunities 
to develop 

learning 
further 

through news 
stories that 

inspire them. 
If they want to 

make a 
difference, 

they have to 
have the 

confidence to 
speak out. 
They must 

develop 
resilience. If 
at first, they 

do not 
succeed, 

develop ideas 
further, do not 

give up!

Expose 
children to a 

range of 
current issues 

including 
political, 
religious, 
cultural, 

environmental, 
social, moral, 

spiritual.
Make British 

Values 
relevant and 
meaningful 

and develop 
links between 

personal, 
school and 
community 

values.
Allows 

children to 
demonstrate 
respect and 
tolerance.

Ofsted Framework - 2019



What can 
you see?

What do 
you like?

What 3 questions 
would you like to ask?

What do you
think might be

happening?
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…to spark 
debates







What 
matters 
to your 

audience?

Who are you 
trying 

to persuade?

Reasons for Reasons against

My 
viewpoint

Follow up opportunities:  Persuasive writing, discussion texts, news article, statistics, facts, 

historical information, looking at different cultures.

The opening statement…
The Highway Code should not have been updated

Useful sentence 
openers for debate
• I believe that
• I respectfully disagree 
• I see your point but
• Without doubt
• I see what you are trying to say but
• Referring back to your point
• Everyone knows that
• It is clear



What is happening this week?
Can you describe it in your own words?

• I think
• I feel
• I prefer
• I know
• I believe
• The best thing about
• The worst thing bout

What are your 
initial thoughts?

Share your thoughts
and listen to others 
share theirs.
Has your opinion 
changed after 
listening to others?

Share your
thoughts

• I respectfully disagree
• I see your point but
• Without doubt
• I see what you are 

trying to say but
• Referring back 

to your point
• Everyone knows that
• It is clear
• Inevitably
• It is obvious that

Do you have 
different opinions?

Sentence openers for 
further discussion and 
debate.
Think about both 
reasons for and against 
your opinion/argument

Introduce further 
discussion points



Examples of children being inspired 
by current affairs and taking action

Should we spend more time with people who are older than us? 
Weekly visit to a care home for classes in school

Can we learn to be happy? 
Applying and achieving the Well-Being award

Are libraries still needed in modern times? 
Creating a school bus community library

Do we have more clothes than we need? 
Organising a second-hand clothes sale

Should women footballers be paid the same as men? 
Letter of complaint to FIFA and children gaining interest in the tournament



Recording thoughts 
and ideas in 

response to the 
news in a scrap 

book

How schools can use the 
news to support British 

values and the protected 
characteristics 

As a 
stimulus/prompt 

for lunchtime 
discussions

Debating clubs and 
nurture groups

Thinking about 
‘how we can help 
others’ following 
exploring a news 

story

Sharing children’s 
views to a wider 

audience via social 
media

Weekly news 
assemblies and 
supporting RSS 

Award work 

Values displays –
exploring how we 

all feel different in 
response to the 

news



What have you learned in this 
session?

What ideas are you going to 
implement?

Protected 
Characteristics 

and British values



bbc.co.uk/newsround

firstnews.co.uk

picture-news.co.uk 

Useful places to find news 
content for children



Request a resource and slides

www.picture-news.co.uk

help@picture-news.co.uk




